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Iran’s Mining Sector:
Golden Opportunities

It is estimated that the Iranian
mining sector will need $20
billion of investment by 2025

ran represents an important frontier market with significant
opporiunity for companies in search of growth through acquisition
or capital investment,

There is potential for early movers to secure atiractive projects
and capilalize on a government eager to capture forsign investment
and know-how at a time when domestic investment in the sector is
difficult,

The mining sector's prospects have received less publicity as
compared to those in the oil and gas and industrial sectors. However,
Iran has the potential io become a major player in minerals.

Reportedly, there are already around 3,000 privately-owned mining
operations with most large operalions being government owned and
capital conslrained, co-wrote Robert Nichalson and Kamran Jamshidi
with the international law firm Herbert Smith Freehills.

Some fast facls:

Global position:

- Iran holds 7% of the total world’s minerals,

- Itis in the top 15 most mineral rich countries glabally,

- Mining represents more than 30% of the country's non-oil exports

Zine:

- Iran has the world's largest undeveloped zinc reserves. with

around 5% of the world's zinc reserves,

- Qut of 300 million tons of proven zinc reserves, only 5.1 million
tons have been extracted (less than 0.5% of what is available), and

- Zinc smelters operating at less than 40% of total capacity.

Copper:

- 2.6 billion lons of copper reserves, aboul 4% of global reserves,

- Iran is aiming to quadruple annual production to 800,000 tons by
2025,

- 19 active copper mines extracting 15 million tons per annum.

Aluminum:

- Iran aims to produce 1.5 million tons of aluminum by 2025,

- Mew projects could see lran become one of the top 10 global
producers,

Iron Ore:

- Ninth largest iron ore and 14th largest steel producer giobally,

- Iran accounts for about 3% of global reserves, but only 1% of
production,

- The country is aiming to produce 52 million tons by 2025, more
than three times the 2013 levels,

- Reserves estimated at 4.5 billion tons, with over 200 ore deposits,

- Iran is targeting to mare than triple steel capacity within the next
10 years.

Gold:

- Probable reserves of 12 million ounces,

- 13 operating and nine non-operating mines, but preduction only
100,000 ounces per annum.
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