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Tehran to Host Int*l Aluminum Confab

Tehran, April24, IMIDRO The Fourth Iran International Aluminum Conference is scheduled for May 11
in Tehran.

The two-day conference, held every two vears by the Iran Aluminum Research Center, highlights the
domestic industry’s investment opportunities.

ITAC 2016 is expected to be attended by representatives of 450 domestic and 40 foreign aluminum
producing companies, which will showcase their capabilities and the latest global developments in the
sector.

According to Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Development and Renovation Organization, Iran is
the 20th largest producer of aluminum in the world.,

Source:IRNA

2016-04-24
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Axens to Study Petcoke Unit Feasibility

Tehran, April24,IMIDRO_Technical and economic feasibility studies for setting up the first Iranian
petroleum coke company have been handed over to the French engineering firm Axens.

According to the report of public relations of lranian Mines and Mining Development and Renovation
Organization, Mehdi Karbasian, the head of IMIDRO and deputy minister of industries, mining and trade,
and Francis Nativel, Axens’s executive deputy head, signed the contract in the Iranian capital Tehran.

Axens is an international provider of advanced technologies, catalysts, adsorbents, technical assistance
and consulting services to the refining, petrochemical, gas and alternative fuel industries. The main scope
of Axens's business is focused on the conversion of oil, gas, biomass and coal to fuels, and major
petrochemical intermediates.

Based on the contract, Axens will carry out feasibility studies of the petcoke company in the next four
months,

Petroleum coke—aka petcoke—is a carbonaceous solid delivered from oil refinery coker units or other
cracking processes. It has a variety of uses as an alternative, cost-effective fuel.

An international tender is due to be held after the technical and economic feasibility studies of the project
are approved.

Some 50 hectares of land have been allocated for the project in Arvand Free Zone in the oil-rich province
of Khuzestan.

The executive operations of the project are slated to begin in the last months of the current Iranian year
(started March 20) and the company is projected to go on stream in five vears.

Oil Ministry's permission for receiving feedstock has been obtained and some of the infrastructures of the
project are currently being procured.

Based on the agreement, the two companies will cooperate to meet Iran's demand for catalysts and export
the surplus under a single brand name.

Upon completion, the company is due to produce 200,000 tons of calcined petroleum coke and about
800,000 liquefied products, the primary substances of which are to be supplied by Abadan and Arak
refineries.

Iran’s total requirements for calcined petroleum coke will be met once the company becomes operational.
For producing a ton of aluminum, about 450 kilograms of the material are required.

Research Institute of Petroleum Industry, which is the Oil Ministry’s subsidiary institute, announced in
early April that it has also developed the technology of producing petroleum coke

2016-04-24
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Iranian Steelmakers Excel Themselves

Last Year’'s Exports at
Record High of 4m Tons

Last year’s record exports show
that Iranian producers managed
to weather the steel crisis amid
faltering demand in the domestic
construction sector and China
and Russia’s dumping policies
glutting the global markets

Iran aims o become the world's sixth largest sleel producer as per
its National Vision Plan (2005-25), which stipulates the production of 55
million tons of crude steel per year

Experts believe that for the ambitious target 1o materialize, the
domestic industry should expor closa to 20 millon tons of the production
figure every year. However, they contend that the current domestic
infrastructure does not allow for exports of more than 7 million lons per
annum,

¥ Iron Ore Prices on the Rise
Iron ore prices have scared above 570 per ton, as Chinese

steelmakers ramped up production to take advantage of bigger profit
margins thal have boosted demand.

Consequently, Iran's iron ore prices grew by over $2.54 1o 557.2 per
ton last week, according 1o Metal Bulletin

The global prices ane (he highest since January 2015, The steeimaking
material has rebounded 94% since bottoming at $38,30 in December.
Thia main boosting factor behind the new record prices were rabar
futures, which jumped for the fourth straight day in the Shanghai Futures
Exchange by 6.1% fo $424 per lon-their highest since 2014

The raw materials’ gains in 2016 stand in sharp conirast to the
previous three years, when a siowing Chinese economy hammered
demand and prices, spurring a global glut. This year, Chinese
policymakers have talked up growth and added stimulus, presiding over
a ravival in the property market that has boosted the outicok for steel
consumption. Bloomberg wrote

“Youwe gol a light markel, you've gol momenium, and you've gol this
fundamenial driver for steel in the government boosting the infrastructure
and housing sector,” said Chris Weston, chief market sirategist at 1G Ltd.
in Mefbourne

Milks in China, which make about half the world's supply, have
Increasad oulput to a record high as property prices in bigger cities
jumped and higher steel prices improved margins, reversing a squeeaze
from last year. Crude steel production soared to 70.65 million lons in
March
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