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Five Killed, Many Tranned
in iran Coal Mine Explosion

TEHRAN (PressTV) - At least two miners have lost their lives and scores
of others been injured i coal mine explosion in the northeasterm Iranian
province of Ciolestan.

Sadeg-All Mogaddam, hewd of the emergency department of Colestan
Province, hos been quoted as saving that up to 50 people are believed 1o be
trapped in the mine following Wednesday explosion

Ambulances and rescue teams have been dispatched to the location
of the mine blast, which is near the city of Azasdshahr in Golestan
Provinee, he added.

Hamidreza Montazen, deputy head of Golestan Provinee emergency, said
that 25 people, who had entered the mine 1o belp the trapped miners, had
been taken to hospital due to gas inhalation,

According to managing director of the Red Crescent Socicty of
Golestan Province, Hossein Ahmndi, 21 people have been so far taken
out of the mine.

The official stated that a secondary tunnel 15 beng dug to faciliate access
1o trapped miners, noting that huge amounts of aceumulated methane gas
have made rescwe operations difTicult,

Officials have blamed sceumulated methane gas for the blast, which
happened at 12:45 pon. local time (0945 GMT).

A local official, speaking on condition of anonymity, sad the explosion
happened while workers wene changing shifis.

Later on Wednesday, Pir-Hossein Kolivand, head of lrans Emergency
Cenier, comecied eartier repoits abouil the aumber of iminers wapped in ihe
collapsed ming. Noting that the exploded mine consisted of two sections, he
added that 40 miners were trapped at one section of the coal mine, while

30-40 others were tropped a1 another section,
“Oine of the mjured miners g3 0 cttical condition and other ingured miners

are being treated for asphyxiation,” Kolivand said.
L alinimand o ddad shas 2o dne IL mla bhosen b prmarirad don dlea peaiena loce
PulPWHIL ALAILR] BFEI 04 J4H, oFU PRRUILAE PV RS0 BEJRE WL 000 B ERRARE LIRS
incident of whom 1% have been hospitalized wn the city of Azadshahr and the
rest have been sent to two hospitals in the provineial capital city of Gonbad
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Danieli Starts Steel Machinery
Production in Alborz Province

Danieli Persia has the capacity to annually

manufacture two induction furnaces, two electric arc

furnaces, one lime kiln, two vacuum heat treatment

furnaces and two heat treatment furnaces

The plant's primary purpose is to boost the compelitiveness
of Iranian steel and non-ferrous metal producers by improving
domestic industrial services and making Iran more self-
sufficient in machinery manufacture.

e According to  the
AMIR HAVASI project’s manager,
Ahmadreza  Andalib,

FINANCIAL TRIBUNE Danieli aling i
manufacture the

machinery  for its

projects and clients in
Iran, including oil, gas,

R epﬂﬂ petrochemical and steel
seclors,

“We have the technology to produce any equipment and
machinery,” Andalib told Financial Tribune on phone.

The establishment of production facilities in Iran is also
advantageous for the Italian firm in that Iranian energy costs
are considerably cheaper compared to Europe.

According to Iranian Steel Producers Association, Danieli
Persia has the capacity to annually manufacture two induction
furnaces, two electnic arc fumaces, one lime kiln, two vacuum
heat treatment furnaces and two heat treatment furnaces

Danieli has 16 steel plants in Asia. Danieli Persia has yet
lo be listed on the company's official list of operations in the
continent.

The plant-making division of the Danieli Group, based in
Buttrio, employs nearly 10,000 people and consists of various
production fines active in the design, construction and stariup
of plants for the manufacture of steel and non-ferrous metals.

Its services range from the treatment of ore and scrap to

the melting, casting, rolling and finishing of a wide variety of
finished, fiat, long, forged and tubular products.

With its design centers located in the most important
industrial hubs of Europe, the US and Japan, Danieli produces
quality machinery at its own manufacturing plants in Italy,
Germany, China, Thailand and India, according to the group’s
weabsite.

As one of the three largest suppliers of metal industry's
equipment and plants in the world-Danieli is no stranger to Iran,
as the company has undertaken various development projects
in the country over the past 25 years, including the sanctions
period.

The company’s official post-sanctions’ return to Iran,
however, took place after President Hassan Rouhani's visit
ta ltaly in January 2016 when Danieli Group signed deals
worth $6.2 billion with IMIDRO for cooperation in the steel
and aluminum sectors.

Danieli has supplied production machinery to most Iranian
steel mills, with the most recent cooperation being with
Mobarakeh and Khorasan steel companies.

With KSCQ, the ltalian group signed a deal to supply the
latest electric arc furace technology to boost output capacity.
And with MSC, Danieli is set to establish a new production line
lo manufaciure steel sheets with special aesthetic effects.

According to Nematzadeh, $5.5 billion of foreign investment
have been made in the Iranian mining industry, following the
removal of sanctions in Jan. 2016,

Iran plans to become the world's sixth largest steelmaker as
per the 20-Year Vision Plan (2005-25). The plan envisions the
production of 55 million tons of crude steel and 20-25 million
tons of exports per year by the deadline. Iranian mills have so
far materialized about 60% of the targel.

NCIAL
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[ran needs more investment
to raise DRI output: ISPA

Iran needs more investment 1o increase
the production capacity for direct re-
duced iron (DRI) and most of the new
investment in the industry should be
directed to DRI expansion, said the sec-
retary of the [ranian Steel Producers As-
sociation,

per year of iron ore concentrate, 6 mil-
lion tons per year of iron ore pellet and
12.5 million tons per year of DRI is still
needed.

He predicted that Iran’s capacity to
export steel will rise to some 20 mil-
lion tons per year proportional to the

Platts reported on Wednesday that
Rasoul Khalifesoltani told a conference
in Tehran, “Although we do not agree
with export of sponge iron [DRI], I be-
lieve that DRI export is quite attractive
for Iranian producers.”

He noted, “Turkey, the neighboring
country, is a huge importer of ferrous
serap and it could replace a portion of
its scrap imports with sponge iron, if we
develop our production encugh.”

He estimated that there is a demand
for at least 10 million tons per year of

ST A § e 11wl e

ﬂl_ﬂ.lllbh- i ill Tul l\\-_f-.

“On the other hand, shortage of
sponge iron is a challenge for lranian
expansion projects and more DRI mod-
ules should be installed in Iran,” he said.

Khalifesoltani pointed out that Ira-
nian steel development expansion to 55
million tons per year capacity by 2025
i5 being achieved but fresh investment
for the production of 11 million tons

mae.ir

increase in output up to 2025, which
will comprise about 11 million tons per
year of flat products, 6.5 million tons
per year of longs and about 2.5 million
tons per year of semi-finished prod-
ucts,

As a result of cheap natural gas, Iran
is one of the world™s biggest producer
of DRI It produced some 16.01 million
tons of DRI in 2016 — up 10.1 percent
year-on-year.

Some 83 percent of Iran’s steel indus-
try is based on direct reduction technol-

Ao for ctaslmaline nzing natneal oae
UEY 10T dibviilianingE using hEtittbigit Eas

instead of coal.

[ranian mines and metal state hold-
ing Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organi-
zation (IMIDRO), said in February it
is negotiating with Japan’s Kobe Steel
to use its technology at reducing water
and energy consumption by Iranian DRI
modules.
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Exports
of Steel
Up by
27 %

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iran’s
private sector has exported over
5.5 million tons of crude steel
and related products in over past
12 months, showing a 27 percent
growth as compared with last year’s
corresponding period, a recent data
released showed.

“This figure is very important
and we foresee that the growth will
continue to accelerate; we can say
the conditions of steel industry are
promising,” Secretary of the Iranian
Steel Producers Association Rasoul
Khalifeh said.

He reiterated that the 27 percent
growth in export of Iran’s steel
exports is very important because
it will pave the way for growth in
other industries.
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ran Needs More Investment to Raise DRI Production Capacity

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iran needs more investment to increase production capacity for direct reduced iron
and most of the new investment in the industry should be directed to DRI expansion, according to Rasoul
Khalifesoltani, secretary of the Iranian Steel Producers Association, speaking at a conference in Tehran.

“Although we do not agree with export of sponge iron [DRI], | believe that DRI export is quite
attractive for Iranian producers,” he said. “Turkey, the neighboring country, is a huge importer of
ferrous scrap and it could replace a portion of its scrap imports with sponge iron, if we develop our
production enough,” he said. “There is demand for at least 10 million mt/year of sponge iron in
Turkey,” he estimated. “On the other hand, shortage of sponge iron is a challenge for Iranian expansion
projects and more DR] modules should be installed in Iran,” he said.

Khalifesoltani noted that the Iranian steel development expansion to 55 million mt/year capacity by
2025 is being realized but new investment for production of 11 million mt/year of iron ore concentrate,
6 million mt/year of iron ore pellet and 12.5 million mt/year of DRI is still needed.

He also predicted that Iran’s capacity to export steel will be increased to some 20 million mt/year
proportional to the increase in output up to 2025, which will comprise about 11 million mt/year of flat
products, 6.5 million mt/year of longs and about 2.5 million/year of semi-finished products.

As a result of cheap natural gas, Iran is one of the world’s biggest producer of DRI, The country
produced some 16.01 million mt of DRI in 2016, up 10.1% year on year. Some 85% of Iran’s steel
industry is based on direct reduction technology for steelmaking using natural gas instead of coal.
Iranian mines and metal state holding Imidro, in February said it is negotiating with Japan’s Kobe
Steel to use its technology at reducing water and energy consumption by Iranian DRI modules.
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Canadians Begin Copper
Explorations in NW Iran

Conada-based Anglo American Exploration and University of British Columbia have
started copper expioration operafions in 22 minerai zones iocated in the iranian
provinces of Eost ond West Azarbaijan, Ardebll and 1anjan, the head of explorations
at National Iranian Copper Industries Company announced. Babak Babaoei added
that the operations are scheduled to continue until May 14, Mes Press reported.

The Canadian experts had first visited the zones bock in August 2016 for preliminary
explorations. NICICO is the leading copper producer in the Middle East and North
Africa region and its mines hold close to 14% of Asia's copper deposits and about 3%
of giobal reserves, Iran possesses about 4 bilion tons of estimated copper reserves,
the Geclogical Survey of lran said.
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