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Two Copper Projects to
Become Operational

EHRAN - Head of the board of directors of Iran National

Copper Company Mehdi Karbasian said two copper
development projects will be put into operation this month in
Songon, East Azarbaijan Province and Sarcheshmeh, Kerman
Province, with a capacity of 150 thousand tons each, totally
producing 300 thousand copper concentrates, IRNA reported.
Karbasian said in addition to the two projects another two with
a capacity of 50 thousand tons of copper concentrate each are
among other plans projected in Songon complex.

Karbasian, also Chairman of the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO), said on the basis of new policies projects for
copper development are followed up and implemented by
using potentials of the private sector and invitation to investors
in this sector.

He further remarked that IMIDRO gives priority to imple-
mentation of projects by using participation of private sector,
adding that since the past year up to date many semi-finished
or abandoned projects have become operational through the
attraction of private sector investment.

Karbasian said tenders will be published next week for
attracting investors for implementation of two copper projects.
Deralou and Chah Firouz in Kerman Province.

Dethloff copper concentration project will be implemented for
the construction of a plant with seven million tons of sulfur
soil and 100 thousand tons of copper concentrate with an alloy
of 26% in south of Kerman.

Chah Firouz copper concentration project will be implemented
for the construction of a plant with seven million tons of sulfur
soil and 100 thousand tons of copper concentrate with an alloy
of 26% in Shahr-e Babak, Kerman Province.

The projects will be implemented with a share of 65% by
private investors and 25% by Iran National Copper Company.
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Over 90% of IMIDRO projects to be finalized
by yearend

TEHRAN (ASRDAILY) - Deputy In-
dustry, Mines and Trade Minister Mehdi
Karbasian says in accordance with the
planning by the end of the current year
{(March 20) over 30 investment projects of
the lranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organiza-
tion (IMIDRO) will become operational
with a share of over 90%.

Kabasian who is also IMIDRO chairman
further remarked that in the month of Shah-
rivar {August/September) last year IMIDRO
took over more than 240 billion rials worth of
semi-finished projects for 200 billion rials of
which partners have either selected or the
projects have been ceded.

He added that out of the seven steel proj-
ects which had remained idle since 1385
(2008-2007) now L/Cs have been opened
for six projects and it is projected that in the
first six months of the current year (starting
March 21) the sponge iron sections of Sha-
degan (Khuzestan), Sepiddasht (Chaharma-
hal and Bakhtiari), Miyaneh (East Azarbaijan
Province) and Ney Riz (Fars) will become

operational.

Karbasian remarked that some of the
units have already created 400 job oppor-
tunities and now plans are underway for
Foolad Baft (Kerman), Qaenat (Khorasan
Jonoobi) and Sabzevar (Khorasan Razavi)
for the production of sponge iron.

He said the steel manufacturing section of
the mentioned seven projects are in the ne-
gotiation stage between Iranian banks and
the Chinese partner and it is expected to be
finalized soon.

He pointed to the absorption of consor-
tiums from domestic companies for the
implementation of Gol Gohar 5 and & iron
mines which were finalized last week, add-
ing that the amount of iron ore in Gol Gohar
5 is 24 million tons with an iron alloy of 47%.

He also put the reserve of Gol Gohad 6
mines at 76 million tons with an iron alloy of
51%, adding that 12 thousand meters drilling
has been done so far,

Karbasian predicted that results of talks
with 5+1 can play an effective role in in-
creasing foreign investment in this regard.
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